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points 


total 

members 


and  Great  Commission  part¬ 
ners  working  worldwide 
with  more  than  4,500  IMB 
missionaries. 

God's  power,  and  their 
obedience,  brought  those 
333,034  new  believers  into 
the  Kingdom,  a  13.1% 
increase  over  1997's  total. 

Here's  what  else  his 
power  wrought  in  1998 
through  International 
Mission  Board  missionaries 
and  their  partners: 

♦  4,223  new  churches,  a 
25.4%  increase  over  1997. 

♦  31,567  preaching  points, 
a  41 .7%iump. 

♦  a  /.7%  net  increase  in 
churches  worldwide,  bring- 


I  .ittle  Wang,  a  new  believer,  Rg||j|| 
traveled  10  hours  with  two  j 

other  Christians  to  preach  to  a  KjiyB  1 

people  group  different  from  1 

his  own  living  in  an  Asian 
region  with  no  Gospel  witness. 

A  village  mob  met  them 
shouting,  "The  spirits  of  the 
mountains  rule  our  land!  ilO QQQ 

You  dogs  have  only  been  TU,0uJ 

here  500  veors  and  vou  know 
nothing.  You  have  stolen  our  4 

land  and  now  vou  wish  to  J 

gods  well.  Now 
you  will  nay  for  this!" 

Little  Wang  did  pay,  with 
his  life.  The  mob  beat  the  qn  THE  RISE  — 
three  Christians  with  sticks  and  (he  overa||  nur 

and  farm  tools.  Two  escaped  Southern  Baptist  mi 
with  broken  bones,  but  an  Mission  Board  statj 

enraged  young  man  beat  - 

Little  Wang  to  death.  Liang  bole 

Little  Wang's  brethren  ward  and  said 
limped  home  to  tell  their  church  of  the  man  yo 
ana  Little  Wang's  wife  and  10-  band  is  not  dec 
year-old  son  the  sad  news.  living  in  parad 

Church  members  met  and  If  he  were  hei 
decided  the  two  survivors  give  you.  I  for 
would  go  back  to  preach  again,  because  God  h 
Little  Wang's  widow,  Liang,  "If  you  wa 
slowly  rose.  about  this  Go< 

"I  will  go  too,"  she  said.  The  the  big  tree  o 
church  grew  silent;  everyone  evening." 
knew  she  might  never  return.  That  night 

The  trio  slipped  into  the  vil-  lage  came  to  h 
lage  by  night,  sleeping  fitfully  forgiving  God 
beside  a  pigpen.  When  day  lives  to  Jesus 
came,  word  spread  of  their  and  were  dis< 
presence  and  another  mob  lowing  days, 
quickly  formed.  A  few  mon 


LifeWay  Top  Ten  best  sellers 

Hardback 

1.  Just  Like  Jesus,  Max  Lucado  (Nelson) 

2.  Experiencing  God  Day  By  Day,  Henry  Blackaby  (B&H) 

3.  The  Weigh  Down  Diet,  Gwen  Shamblin  (Doubleday) 

4.  Fresh  Wind,  Fresh  Fire,  Jim  Cymbala  (Zondervan) 

5.  Things  Pondered,  Beth  Moore  (B&H) 

6.  Millennium  Bug,  Michael  Hyatt  (Nelson) 

7.  Enter  His  Gates,  Charles  Stanley  (Nelson) 

8.  What  Is  So  Amazing  About  Grace,  Philip  Yancy  (Zondervan) 

9.  Purpose  Driven  Church,  Rick  Warren  (zondervan) 

10.  More  Precious  than  Silver,  Joni  Erickson-Tada  (Zondervan) 

Paperback 

1.  Stories  From  the  Heart,  Alice  Gray  (Multnomah) 

2. 1  Kissed  Dating  Goodbye,  Joshua  Harris  (Multnomah) 

3.  Millennium  Meltdown,  Grant  Jeffries  (Appalacian) 

4.  Experiencing  God,  Henry  Blackabv  (B&H) 

5.  Y2K:  Millennium  Bug,  Shaun ti  Feidham  (Multnomah) 

6.  When  I'm  On  My  Knees,  Anita  Donihue  (Barbour) 

7.  E.  M.  Bounds  on  Prayer,  E.  M.  Bounds  (Whitaker  House) 

8.  Morning  and  Evening,  Charles  Spurgeon  (Whitaker  House) 

9.  Five  Love  Languages,  Gary  Chapman  (Moody) 

10. 15  Minutes  Alone  with  God,  Emily  Barnes  (Harvest  House) 


An  invitation-only  gathering  of  Southern  Baptist  conservatives  in  Atlanta 
is  attended  by  four  Miss,  pastors:  Gerald  Harris  of  Colonial  Heights,  Jackson; 
Terry  Williams  of  Meadowview  Church,  Starkville;  Ken  Alford  of  Morrison 
Hts.,  Clinton;  and  Gibbie  McMillan  of  South  28th  Ave.  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  President  Jimmy  Allen  and  other 
SBC  leaders  meet  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China's  new  ambassador 
to  the  United  States  to  express  Southern  Baptist  interest  in  sharing  the 
Gospel  in  mainland  China. 


Heidelberg  Church,  Heidelburg,  moves  into  their  new  church  plant, 
modem  in  every  respect  with  stained  glass  windows  in  the  auditorium  and 
changing  rooms  on  either  side  of  the  baptistry.  The  education  building  has 
four  assembly  rooms,  12  classrooms,  a  kitchen,  and  pastor's  study. 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


Fbr  everyone  who  works  inside  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
Building  in  aowntown  Nashville,  the 
world  stood  still  on  March  5.  A  deadly 
threat  was  made,  people  were  frightened, 
and  Kingdom  work  was  hampered  while 
the  emergency'  was  addressed  (see  article  on 
opposite  page). 

To  untold  relief,  the  danger  of  anthrax 
contamination  from  a  letter  delivered  to 
the  building  was  determined  to  be  a  hoax, 
but  not  before  four  people  underwent  an 
uncomfortable  and  inconvenient  hosing 
with  bleach  and  water. 

Many  other  building  employees 
were  ordered  to  stay  at  their  desks,  in 
some  cases  not  being  allowed  a  lunch 
hour  or  bathroom  break  until  the  “all- 
dear"  was  sounded  several  hours 
later  by  local  emergency  response 
officials  and  building  administrators. 

There  was  good  reason  for  all  the 
draconian  precautions.  Bacilllts 
anthracis  in  its  airborne  state  can  be 
inhaled  into  the  lungs,  where  it 
quickiv  takes  hold  and  rapidly 
overwhelms  the  bodv  with  chills, 
fever,  dysentery',  ana  convulsions. 
H.  Death  comes  swiftly, 

ij.  If  you  haven't  yet  stopped  and 

*  '  offered  your  personal  prayer  of 
thankfulness  for  the  safety  of  our 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
caught  up  in  this  scare,  do  it  now.  This 
could  have  been  a  very  serious  situation. 

While  you're  at  it,  pray  also  for  the 
warped  person  or  group  who  for  some 
unknown  reason  decided  to  use  terrorism 
against  an  innocent  group  of  people 
they've  likely  never  met.  Pray  that  they 
will  find  the  peace  of  Jesus  and  forsake  the 
worldly  anger  that  consumes  them. 

Lastly,  ask  God  to  empower  you  —  to 
empower  all  of  us  —  to  continue  our  work  to 
reach  every  single  person  on  Earth  with  the 


New  dangers,  old  story 
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Good  News  that  Jesus  saves, 
even  in  the  face  of  such  dangers 
and  threats  to  our  well-being. 

That's  really  been  a  part  of 
the  Christian  faith  all  along. 

Substitute  swords,  guns,  and 
hungry  lions  for  anthrax,  and 
one  can  draw  a  pretty  accu¬ 
rate  picture  of  Christianity  for 
the  past  two  millennia. 

We  Americans,  comfort¬ 
able  behind  our  insulating 
shores  and  powerful  military 
system  in  the  most  Christian- 
-■populated  nation  on  the  plan¬ 
et,  tend  to  forget  that  we  are 
an  historical  exception. 

From  the  earliest  days 
through  our  modern  day, 

Christians  around  the  world 
have  been  persecuted,  tor¬ 
tured,  slaughtered,  enslaved, 
and  otherwise  mistreated  in 
wavs  that  defy  imagination. 

We  don't  know  what  that's 
like,  but  we're  beginning  to  get 
a  little  taste  of  it.  As  we  contest 
to  be  heard  in  the  public  con¬ 
versation  of  this  country,  we 
can  expect  more  threats. 

As  we  speak  boldly  against 
the  sin  raging  through  our  land, 
we  should  anticipate  the  vilifi¬ 
cations  and  demonizations  that 
inevitably  follow  politically-incorrect  behav¬ 
ior.  Such  is  the  state  of  American  society. 

We  must  not  be  caught  unprepared. 
First,  pray  without  ceasing  for  the  faith  and 
strength  to  stay  the  course. 

Secondly,  don't  fail  to  prepare  yourself 
and  your  church  for  the  possibility  of  such 
danger.  How  would  you  react  if  you  found 
an  “anthrax  letter"  hidden  behind  a  baby 
bed  in  your  church  nursery?  Would  you 
know  what  to  do  to  protect  yourself  and 


others?  Would  the  church  leadership  know 
how  to  respond? 

For  that  matter,  does  your  church  have 
an  emergency  plan  for  tornadoes  and  fire? 

If  you  can't  answer  all  those  questions 
affirmatively,  it's  time  to  contact  tne  emer¬ 
gency  response  agencies  in  your  area. 

Someone  in  the  SBC  Building  in 
Nashville  knew  what  to  do.  You  and  your 
church  should  know,  too.  In  our  crazy 
World,  to  do  otherwise  is  to  court  tragedy. 


What  does  the  addict 
look  like?  Is  he  old  or 
voung?  Is  he  black  or  white?  Is 
he  even  a  he?  Can  an  addict  be 
a  young  girl,  a  grown  woman, 
or  an  elderly  lady?  Is  the  addict 
rich  or  poor?  Is  the  addict  edu¬ 
cated  or  uneducated? 

The  answer  to  these  ques¬ 
tions  is,  "all  of  the  above.  The 
addict  can  be  —  and  is  —  every 
man.  He  looks  like  your  next- 
door  neighbor,  your  minister, 
or  your  lawyer. 

In  my  work  in  the  field  of 
alcoholism  and  drug  addiction, 
I  have  found  common  miscon¬ 
ceptions  of  who  the  addict  is,  or 
what  the  addict  does. 

We  hear  statements  such  as: 
"I  can't  be  an  alcoholic,  I  only 
drink  beer,"  or  "I  only  drink 
wine."  Addicts  tell  us  tnat  they 
are  still  working,  so  they  can't 
be  addicted. 

Other  statements  we  hear 
are:  "She  only  drinks  at  bed¬ 
time  to  get  some  rest,"  or  "I 
only  take  the  drugs  the  doctor 
gives  me." 

What  we  don't  hear  is  that 
the  person  is  going  to  three  or 
four  doctors  getting  many  pre¬ 
scriptions  for  their  drug  of 
choice. 

One  of  the  most  common 
misconceptions  is  that  you  can¬ 
not  help  an  addict  until  he 
wants  help.  This  is  not  true. 

Most  addicts  don't  know 
they  need  help.  Their  drug  of 


Guest  Opinion: 

The  addict  next  door 

By  Al  McRae,  special  consultant 

for  alcohol  and  other  drug  issues 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Comm. 


choice  tells 
them  that  it  is 
their  best 
friend.  It  tells 
them  that  life 
would  not  be 
life  without 
their  use. 

Alcoholism 
and  other 
drug  addic¬ 
tions  will 
erode  the 
vitality  of  our 
state  and 
nation. 

We  read  in 
the  newspa¬ 
pers  about 
drug  traffick¬ 
ing  and  crack 
houses,  but 
we  don't  hear 
about  the 
other  major 
problems  that 
alcoholism 
and  other 


s4tco6ot  and 

SuKcUuf 

TfCvuA  2t.  ?999 


drug  addic¬ 
tions  cause. 

One  of  the 
other  prob¬ 
lems  is  rising 
health  care 
costs. 

The 
untreated 
addict  is  esti¬ 
mated  to  use 
ten  times  the 
medical  ser¬ 
vices  of  a 
non-addict. 

Another 
related  prob¬ 
lem  is  crime 
and  prison 
overcrowd¬ 
ing.  Eighty 
percent  of 
criminal 
defendants 
are  addicted. 

Workplace 
productivity 
is  affected. 


Untreated  addicts  cost 
American  businesses  $100  bil¬ 
lion  each  year. 

Families  suffer.  Millions  of 
babies  are  bom  into  families 
scarred  by  addiction. 

We  in  Mississippi  sometimes 
think  wy  do  not  nave  the  same 
problems  as  other  areas  of  the 
country.  In  some  ways  we  are 
correct,  but  not  in  talking  about 
addiction. 

In  my  work  I  have  seen  all  of 
these  things  happen  here  in 
Mississippi. 

I  have  seen  13-year-old  chil¬ 
dren  with  advanced  alcohol- 
induced  liver  disease. 

I  have  seen  an  80-year-old 
retired  man  addicted  to  crack. 

I  have  seen  Mississippi  fami¬ 
lies  devastated  by  addiction. 

I  have  had  grammar  school 
children  ask  me  how  they  can 
get  home  without  being 
harassed  by  drug  dealers. 

It  is  most  important  that  on 
March  21  —  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Abuse  Awareness  Sunday 
acrqss  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  —  we  raise  our 
voices  from  our  pulpits  and 
pews  about  this  killer  who  lives 
in  our  midst. 

If  the  church  fails  to  address 
this  ever-pressing  and  growing 
problem,  then  God  help  us. 

McRae  works  in  the  Behavioral 
Health  Services  Dept,  of  Baptist 
Health  Systems,  Inc.,  in  lackson. 
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Anthrax  scare  rattles  SBC  Building  in  Nashville 

m  jenn  (gp)  precautionary  steps  by  to  being  given  antibiotics  for  The  suspicious  envelope  did 

No  illness  was  reported  by  Nashville  emergency  officials.  possible  exposure  to  dead  I V  not  annear  mnbin  am'  fnvir 


he  letter,  postmarked  on  employee  to  see  the 
the  West  Coast,  was  for-  the  letter, 
warded  by  the  Federal  Later  came  "a  pe; 
Bureau  of  Investigation  knowing  it  must  h 

(FBI)  to  a  lab  for  tests,  the  hoax,"  she  said, 
results  of  which  are  expect-  Jack  Wilkerson, 
ed  within  a  few  weeks.  dent  for  business  a 

The  letter  was  opened  in  and  one  of  the  four 
the  Executive  Committee  exposed  to  the  l< 
offices  on  the  SBC  "We're  thankful  , 

Building's  seventh  floor.  employees  are  OK." 

Bill  Merrell,  vice  presi-  Sandwiches  and 
dent  of  convention  rela-  items  were  deliv 
tions  for  the  Executive  LifeWay  Christian 

Committee,  said  local  in-house  cafeteria 
authorities  were  contacted  street,  for  the 
and  precautions  they  rec-  Executive  i  Comm 
ommended  were  taken.  members  and  the 
Emergency  officials,  who  emergency;  workers 
were  on  the  scene  for  more 
than  four  hours,  responded 
from  the  FBI,  Metro  Police  ^ 

Department,  Metro  Health 
Department,  Nashville  Fire 
Department  and  Metro  — 

Office  of  Emergency 
Management.  Numerous 
emergency  vehicles  were 
dispatched  to  the  scene. 
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Garaywa's  Patterson  Place  is  dedicated 
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By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"This  place  —  Patterson  Place  —  is  our 
compliment  to  her,"  said  Lois  Henderson 
of  C  linton,  a  longtime  Miss.  WMU  leader. 
"We  have  admiration  for  Marjean  for 

■  new  adult  ly-accessed  facility'  located  in  the  central  her  love  of  the  Lord,  her  love  of  the  church, 

inton,  were  part  of  the  state.  and  her  love  for  her  adopted  state. 

to  the  start  "We  are  excited  to  be  here  today',"  said  "We  have  gratitude  for  her  41  years  of  ser- 

iary  Union  Rebecca  Williams  of  Gautier,  president  of  vice  to  Mississippi  WMU,  (and)  for  the  vision 
Morrison  the  Miss.  WMU,  as  she  welcomed  a  stand-  that  led  Mississippi  WMU  to  be  one  of  the  top 
ing  room  only  crowd  inside  the  nearly  states  in  missions  support  in  the  Southern 
dge,  named  completed  building.  Baptist  Convention,"  Henderson  said, 

of  former  "Of  course,  we  are  dedicating  this  in  the  Eugene  Dobbs,  executive  assistant  for 

lary  Union  name  of  one  very  special  lady,"  she  said.  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

(MBCB),  pointed  out  that  Mississippi 
Baptists  haw  given  owr  SI  10  million  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  lonwntion's  1  ottic 

. . . .  .  *  iffjL.  !■  Moon  Christmas  Ottering  tor  Inter- 

i  ***  i  i  i  i  o  *  'ir  national  Missions  in  the  27  wars 

i  M  i  '  i’  (I  Patterson  serwd  as  head  of  Miss  \V\1L 

p-m  ,,  4  r  ii  "There  has  been  a  marvelous  partner- 

7  JpHBk  -fto  ship  Between  the  MBCB  and  the  Miss 

" m’i  "  Dobbs  said,  "a  mutuallv  henefi- 

cial  relationship  that  has  served  all  ot 

■  23s  **  -ihu  '  Miss,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  well  " 

o  ’fjgSt  W; M&P  tp.  1  he  mission  of  Garavwa  is  missions,” 

-sj/fSt,'"  ^  ■  W  observed  Dobbs,  who  challenged  the 

£*J§f  Ti  V  Miss.  WMU  to  "honor  our  past,  to  seize 

|  /C  JPnB^Hk  .  •  .  ■  our  present,  and  to  ensure  our  future. 

?m' is _  H  "The  ultimate  goal .  .  .  is  not  what  hap- 

||®|j|^r:  t  ■  pens  here,  but  rather  what  happens  at  a 

£  /jH^P  ■  thousand  mission  outposts  here  at  home 

V  ~  •  Wand  around  the  world  because  of  what 

/  V  happens  here,"  Dobbs  said. 

”  I  During  the  dedication  ceremonv,  spe- 

,  A  cial  recognition  was  given  to  Larrv  Sones, 

>  architect;  Tracy  Bailee, 

/,  f  lackson  builder;  Diane 

. I  design  and  William  Montgomery  project 

'  w*  •>'  i*  *  uHr  J  superintendent. 

J  L  amp  Garavwa  is  owned  and  operat- 

/___ __ ____ _ __ __  "d  as  the  state  Carl' — e  Action  (G  M  camp- 

ground  by  the  Miss.  WMU,  an  auxiliary 
PATTERSON  HONORED  —  Marjean  Patterson  (center)  retired  executive  director  of  the  to  the  MBCB 
Miss.  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  is  joined  Marc  h  1 5  at  Patterson  Plac  e  dedic  tion  c  et  For  more  information  and  to  schedule 
emonies  by  Rebecca  Williams  (left)  of  Gautier,  Miss.  WMU  president,  and  Kay  Cassibry,  c  ur-  meetings  at  Patterson  Place,  contact  Fran 

rent  Miss.  WMU  executive  director.  The  new  adult  lodge  on  the  grounds  of  Camp  Garavwa  in  Pickett,  Camp  Garayvva  Manager,  P.O. 

Clinton  features  30  hotel-like  rooms  and  meeting  space  for  groups  interested  in  .in  easily-  Box  1278,  Clinton,  MS  390b0-1278. 
accessed  fac  ility  located  in  the  central  part  of  the  state.  (Photo  by  Carl  M  White)  Telephone:  (801)  924-7034 
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Moore  shares  life  stories  of  walk  with  God 


sored  bv  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  and  19  Miss, 
churches.  (Sec  box  below). 

The  seminar  was  the  culmination  of  a  two 
vear  project  that  included  the  efforts  of  the 
MBCB  Equipping  Team;  Marcus  Peagler, 
director  of  tne  MBCB  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department;  Miss.  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  Kay  Cassibry,  executive 
director;  and  the  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department,  S.  A.  "Sonny"  Adkins,  director. 

Moore  is  the  author  of  a  popular 
women's  discipleship  series  published  by 
Lifewav  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville,  Term. 


Co-hosts  of  the  Beth  Moore 
Living  Proof  Seminar  in  Jackson 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  wishes  to  thank  the 
following  churches  for  co-hosting  the  Feb.  5-6,  /  999  event: 

Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson  First  Church,  Columbus 

Calvary  Church,  Jackson  First  Church,  Durant 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City  First  Church,  Jackson 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson  First  Church  Oloh,  Sumrall 
Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton 

First  Church  Fannin,  Brandon  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon 

First  Church,  Clinton  Pineview  Church,  Clinton 

First  Church,  Grenada  Roseland  Park  Church,  Picayune 

First  Church,  Brandon  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson 

Woodville  Church,  Woodville 


Moore 


Grandparent  Churches 


that  they  do  not  need  the  asso¬ 
ciation  or  the  convention.  They 
are  self-contained,  self- 
resourced,  and  possibly 
unaware  of  what  they  could 
mean  to  others. 

Some  of  our  churches  that 
may  be  struggling,  their  capa¬ 
bilities  small,  their  resources 
limited,  and  their  arms  short, 
may  not  realize  how  much 
they  need  some  of  these  other 
fellowships. 

In  truth,  we  need  each  other. 
A  man  was  explaining  to  me 
some  time  ago  that  their  church 
u  did  not  support  the  association 

laid  my  book  aside  because  they  did  not  get  any- 
and  eased  over  to  help  thing  out  of  it. 
solve  the  dilemma.  Lie  was  probably  right. 

I  was  strong  Their  church  had  a  large  staff 
enough,  and  my  arms  and  multiple  ministries,  more 
were  long  enough,  than  adequate  facilities,  and  a 
and  we  had  a  good  strong  financial  foundation, 
time.  The  real  issue  was  not  what 

The  grandchild  did  they  would  get  out  of  the  asso- 
not  know  how  much  I  ciation  but  how  much  the  asso- 
was  needed,  and  for  a  ciation  needed  them, 
flash  I  had  the  They  did  not  realize  it  but 
thought,  "I  don't  need  they  were  a  "grandparent 
that  kid's  game."  church." 

We  both  were  One  of  the  great  blessings  of 

somewhat  ignorant,  grandparenting  is  the  privilege 
because  the  youngster  of  doing  for  your  grandchil- 
needed  me  and  I  need-  dren,  not  because  you  need 
ed  the  experience.  them  but  because  you  care 

I  doubt  that  it  has  about  them.  You  love  them, 
ever  been  put  this  way.  When  you  help,  you  begin 
but  across  our  state  receiving  blessings  that  you 
and  convention  there  never  knew  would  be  yours, 
are  "grandparent  The  small  churches  need  the 

churches'*  —  strong,  large  churches  more  than  they 
able,  gifted,  produc-  may  understand,  and  the  large 
tive  churches  tnat  mav,  churches  need  to  be  involved  in 
for  a  moment,  think  ministries  that  will  help  the 
that  they  do  not  need  small  churches  maybe  beyond 
others.  what  thev  comprehend. 

They  may  analyze  To  fail  being  involved  with 
and  evaluate  their  sit-  each  other  means  that  we  all 
uation  and  conclude  miss  the  blessings! 


During  this  past  Christmas 
holiday  season,  I  was  watching 
one  of  mv  grandchildren  play 
with  a  toy. 

I  was,  at  the  same  time, 
halfway  reading  and  halfway 
watching,  doing  my  own  thing. 
The  toy  was  one  of  those  that 
you  would  turn  a  comer  in  a 
certain  direction,  pull  the 
string,  and  then  be  rewarded 
with  the  sounds  and  experi¬ 
ences  from  the  direction  you 
had  it  pointed. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 

\  f°r 

North  American  Missions 


Top  Ten  Churches  in  Mississippi 

1997  per  capita  (resident  members) 

1 .  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Union  Church  $765 

2.  Oak  Grove,  Lake  92 

3.  Big  Creek,  Waynesboro  66 

4.  Phalti  Church,  Prentiss  51 

5.  Yellow  Leaf  Church,  Oxford  44 

6.  Concord  Church,  Bruce  37 

Hebron  Church,  Meridian  37 

8.  Lucien  Church,  Brookhaven  36 

9.  Center  Ridge  Church,  De  Kalb  35 

10.  Chaparral  Church,  Waynesboro  33 


1997  total  offering 

1.  First  Church,  Jackson  $94,651 

2. First  Church,  Columbus  43,465 

3. Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson  31 ,990 

4. First  Church,  Brandon  27,955 

5. First  Church,  Clinton  25,440 

6. First  Church,  Brookhaven  23,820 

7. Trinity  Church,  Southaven  22,993 

8.  First  Church,  Laurel  22,268 

9.  First  Church,  Gulfport  20,359 

lO.First  Church,  Vicksburg  20,144 


Source:  Computer  Information  Services 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


The  Baphst  Record - 


March  18, 1999 


Rec  Lab  offers  advice  to  recreation  ministers 


G  LORI  ETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  Ordinary  men 
and  women  are  called  by  God  to  do  extra¬ 
ordinary  things,  a  national  church  recre¬ 
ation  leader  told  participants  in  Rec  Lab 
‘99  at  the  Glorieta  (N.M.)  Conference 
Center,  Feb.  12-17. 

To  show  visionary  leadership  in  their 
churches,  recreation  ministers  must  first 


catch  the  vision  God  wants  for  their  church.  Because  life  is  dynamic,  vision  can 
John  Gamer,  recreation  program  director  at  change  direction  or  elements  of  the  vision 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  said.  can  change. 

Catching  the  vision  requires  spending  "People  and  situations  change, 

time  with  God,  Gamer  continued,  "obey-  Experiences  come  into  your  life  that  make 
ing  his  Word,  knowing  it  specifically,  and  you  a  different  person/  he  said, 
knowing  it  in  its  broad  application."  "Vision  usually  unfolds  over  time. 

Leadership  doesn't  come  easily,"  he  revealing  new  opportunities,  previously 
said.  "It  is  a  hard  thing  undiscovered  options  and  lessons  learned 
'vv:y..;;  /'  when  Satan  throws  road-  from  mistakes. 

I  blocks  in  your  way  and  "Criticism  will  come,"  he  added.  "It  can 
5*—  ”  ,  .  discouragement  comes."  be  constructive  if  you  swallow  some  pride 

M  j  Garner  recommended  and  make  changes  —  modify  vour  vision, 
what  he  calls  "The  Don't  take  it  personally.  This  is  God's 
*  1  f I  Rumination  Principle”  in  vision  given  to  vou  to  be  carried  out  b\ 

seeking  the  vision  and  vou.  You  are  a  steward  of  the  \ision. 

V***  ^  ‘•■overcoming  hurdles.  Always  be  gracious." 

»■  "Chew  the  cud,"  he  chal-  Garner  said  burnout,  worn  and  tear-ti- 
lenged.  "Meditate  for  fie  vision. 

thoughts  and  new  He  suggested  several  actions  to  counter 
insights."  obstacles  to  visionary  leadership: 

R-  In  the  right  environment 

—  even  while  driving  to  ♦  Turn  fear  into  goal-setting.  “Goals  get 

SM  work  or  mowing  the  lawn  you  focused,  set  measuring  points  and  can 

—  people  who  ruminate  be  communicated." 

can  discover  who  they  are  ♦  Watch  and  listen  selectively.  "Listen  to 
and  the  vision  for  their  the  best  —  wise,  experienced,  critical 
ministry',  he  said.  thinkers.  Read  widely,  but  selectively." 

,  Making  a  "dream  list"  ♦  Be  aware  of  cultural  shifts.  "For  exam- 
Wjmjr  can  be  helpful  in  setting  pie,  work  ethic  has  shifted  to  a  leisure 
forth  desired  accomplish-  ethic.  People  now  w’ork  to  be  able  to  enjoy 
jjBiP  ments.  While  such  an  leisure." 

exercise  can  encourage  ♦  Networking  is  important.  "Find  peo- 
larger  thinking,  he  said,  pie  who  are  visionary  thinkers.  Hang  out 
"remember,  the  list  can  with 'mind  stimulators.' Encourage  others, 
change."  and  be  encouraged.  Watch  out  for  those 

K|g|l  "Some  dreams  die,"  he  who  say,  'We  never  did  it  that  wav  before; 
\  observed.  "Others  grow  it  can't  be  done.'" 
into  part  of  a  vision." 

Garner  said  his  own  In  casting  the  vision,  he  said,  keep  it 
vision  is  "that  recreation  simple. 

ministry  can  reach  an  "People  grasp  simplicity'.  Telling  it  once 
unseeded,  leisure-oriented  isn't  enough,"  he  said.  "Sav  it  in  different 
society."  ways.  Tell  it  to  as  many  people  as  vou  can. 

,  Vision  needs  to  be  hope-  Encourage  questions.  They  clarify  and 
>und),  children  s  fuj  rather  than  wishful,  he  help  you  think  things  through. 

1  the  way  during  added.  "Wishfulness  is  a  "Every  one  of  us  has  the  ability  to 
ewett  and  other  desire  for  change  with  no  change  the  world  w’ith  the  vision  God 
nterence  Center  basis  in  experience,  gives  us." 

'/'rt  1U.  Hopefulness  is  a  desire  for  The  church  recreation  program  of 
“Way  C  hristian  change  w'ith  good  ground-  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  sponsored 
ing  in  experience."  Rec  Lab. 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  the  Manor / 
of  ‘Jour  ‘Presence  L 
in  Meaven!  f| 


Yoi  Can  Respond  Right  Now  ! 

pimply  share  the  following  prayer 

w  ith  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(!  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

tl  receive  Christ  as  my  §avior 
and  l .ord.) 

Hut  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  < John  1:12). 


Annuity  Board  sets  record  for  1998  benefits  paid 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  A  10%  per-  Comprehensive 
manent  increase  in  benefits  on  the  Catastrophi 
Jan.  1,  1998,  for  most  annui-  and  the  Medical 
tants,  and  2,906  newly  estab-  The  Annuity 
lished  benefits,  resulted  in  a  PSP  rates  on  a 
record  for  total  benefits  paid  Rates  for  mana 
last  year  by  the  Annuity  Board  ucts  and  prod 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Employer  Secur 
Convention,  trustees  were  reviewed  annu. 
informed  during  their  March  1-  essary,  adjustec 
2  meeting  in  Dallas.  nine  of  the  calei 

A  Mississippi  Baptist  was  also  Board  treasi 
honored  for  ms  years  of  service  Billinger  reporl 
as  an  Annuity  Board  trustee.  w'ere  $7.09  bill 
A  strong  fourth  quarter  in  1998,  compared 
financial  markets  pushed  total  at  Dec.  31,  1997 
assets  to  $7.09  billion.  Earnings 
for  the  year  for  most  of  the  13 
investment  funds  were  at  his¬ 
torically  comparable  levels. 

A  25%  increase,  from  $400  a 
month  to  $500  a  month,  for  Benefit 
those  fully  covered  in  the 
Church  Annuity  Plan  lion,  u 
Protection  Section  Disability  A| 

Benefit,  was  approved. 

Trustees  received  a  report 
from  staff  that  no  rate  increase  The  Church  Annuity  Plan  Tbe 
would  be  necessary  on  July  1  for  had  43,143  people  from  21,794  Program 

participants  under  the  Personal  < . 

Security  Program  (PSP)  in  the  Dec.  31,  and  another  37,420 


I  Plan,  institutional  and  agency  without  anv  expense  applied. 

I  Plan,  employees  had  active  retire-  The  board's  Retired 
ment.  ment  accounts.  Ministers'  Support  fund  supple- 

1‘views  Participant  contributions  of  ments  the  convention  allocation, 
basis.  $281 ,683,044  represented  a  7.5%  A  significant  number  of  people 

prod-  increase  over  the  year  1997.  on  relief  receive  no  regular 

er  the  Activity  in  the  various  insur-  retirement  annuity  because  their 
am  are  ance  programs  included:  Life  churches  never  enrolled  them  in 
if  nec-  and  accident  claims  paid  in  the  Church  Annuity  Plan, 
begin-  1998  totaled  $8,744,485;  disabil-  At  year's  end,  710  people 
ity  insurance  claims  paid  were  receiving  supplemental 
rey  P.  totaled  $2,918,834;  and  inaem-  assistance  grants,  and  2,691 
assets  nity  medical  and  dental  claims  received  the  $75  Adopt  An 
ec.  31,  paid  totaled  $74,385,318.  In  Annuitant  benefit, 
billion  addition,  prescription  drug  The  increased  monthly  pay- 
claims  of  $22,293,341  were  paid  ments  of  $75  (from  $50)  for  Adopt 
The  net  income  for  1998  was  by  Annuity  Board  plans.  An  Annuitant  recipients  began 

$825  million,  the  highest  annual  A  total  of  $4,384,631  was  dis-  Jan.  1,  1998.  The  increase  in  this 
net  income  ever  reported  by  the  tributed  through  the  board's  benefit  was  the  first  since  the  pro¬ 
board.  This  compared  to  $735  relief  program  to  needy  retired  gram  was  implemented  in  1981. 
million  net  income  for  1997.  ministers  and  widowed  spouses.  At  the  Monday  evening  din- 
>avments  and  with-  This  amount  is  more  than  $1  ner  meeting,  five  trustees  were 
drawals  in  J 998  totaled  $389  mil-  million  over  1997  benefit  totals,  honored  for  their  years  of  ser- 
p  18.9%  over  1997.  The  amount  received  from  the  vice  to  the  board:  T.  Jack  Colvin 
lications  were  processed  for  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Jr.,  Mississippi,  1991-99;  Joseph 
2,906  people.  At  year's  end,  there  Cooperative  Program  and  special  A.  Mack,  South  Carolina,  1991- 
were  30,290  benefit  recipients.  designations  totaled  $1,261,803.  99;  E.  Joe  May,  Arizona,  1992- 

The  Church  Annuity  Plan  Tne  entire  Cooperative  99;  R.  Roy  Rogers,  Kansas- 
had  43,143  people  from' 21,794  Program  allocation  for  the  Nebraska,  1991-99;  and 
churches  in  active  billing  status  Annuity  Board  and  special  desig-  Christene  Y.  Walker,  a  local 
Dec.  31,  and  another  37,420  nations  is  spent  in  relief  ministry  member,  1991-99. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


* 


March  18, 1999 


lUmsr  Rfcoftt) 


Winter  Bible  Study  will  be  delivering  clothes  to  Baptist  Church,  Brandon, 
held  at  First  Church,  Foxworth,  Union  Mission,  Memphis,  Term.;  "God  for  Us"  on  I' 
on  March  21-23.  The  guest  Sunrise  Boys  Home,  Hernando;  p.m.  For  more  info 
speakers  are  Harold  Bryson,  nursing  homes  in  the  surround-  tact  the  music  &  v 
Mississippi  College,  Adult  ing  area;  and  tornado  victims  in  istry  office  at  (601 ) 
Bible  Study,  and  David  Rader,  surrounding  area  and  out  of 
Tylertown  Church,  Youth  Bible  state.  The  Ladies  Sunday  School  Southern  Hil 
Study.  Services  on  Sunday  will  class  supplied  needed  items  to  Jackson,  will  hav 
include  Bryson  teaching  youth  an  adopted  family  during  the  the  grounds  to  i 
and  adults,  10  a.m.;  message  by  Christmas  season.  33rd  anniversary  < 

Bryson,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  at  noon;  and  adults  with 
Brvson  and  vouth  with  Rader, 

5:30  p.m.  Times  for  services  on 
Mon.  and  Tues.  are  7-8:30  p.m. 

Ladell  Blanton  is  pastor. 

Como  Church,  Como,  deliv¬ 
ered  food  baskets,  clothes,  and 
Bibles  to  the  less  fortunate  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season.  The 
church  has  an  on  going  mission 


Celebration  choir  and 
orchestra  of  Crossgates 


An  accreditation  team  from 
the  national  Association  for 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education 
recently  visited  Baptist  Health 
Systems'  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education  (CPE)  program  to 
assess  the  program.  The  pro¬ 
gram  would  become 
Mississippi's  first  program  to 
be  fully  accredited  by  the  orga¬ 
nization.  The  team  voted 
unanimously  for  accreditation, 
and  the  organization  should 
render  a  final  decision  in  April. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Paul 
Stephenson,  director  of  pas¬ 
toral  care  at  Baptist;  Chappell 
Wilson,  CPE  supervisor  at 
Methodist  Healthcare  in 
Memphis;  Donald  Winslett, 
director  of  pastoral  care  at 
Pensacola  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Pensacola,  Fla.;  Douglas 
„Wigginton,  CPE  supervisor  at 
3he  Veterans  Administration 
Medical  Center  in  Alexandria, 
La.;  )erry  Cotton,  executive 
vice  president  of  Baptist 
Health  Systems;  and  lack 
Foil  is.  Baptist's  CPE  supervisor. 


The  Larry  and  Alicia 
Braswell  RA  Chapter  of  Second 
Church,  Greenville,  along  with 
their  leaders  and  parents  helped 

design  a  new  RA  ban-  r — - 

ner  to  celebrate  the  P 
90th  birthday  for  RAs.  * 

Hunter  Hearn  (left) 
and  Brent  Mann  (right) 
are  pictured  standing 
in  front  of  the  banner. 

The  RA  Chapter  has 
given  over  $800  for  dif¬ 
ferent  missions. 

Mission  activities 
include  Lottie  Moon, 
suits  for  pastors,  Annie  _ 
Armstrong,  Baptist 
Children  Village,  and 
Pure  Water  Pure  Line. 

James  Kerr  is  leader 
and  Stan  Childers  is 
counselor. 


Acteens  of  First  Church,  Columbia,  held  a  series  of  bake  sales 
recently  to  raise  money  for  missions.  These  7th,  8th,  and  9th  graders 
raised  over  $650  to  buy  bicycles  for  the  mission  field  in  Malawi, 
Africa.  They  also  held  a  separate  bake  sale  and  raised  over  $400  for 
)oey  Morea  to  help  with  a  bone  marrow  transplant.  Pictured  with  the 
girls  are  Wayne  VanHorn,  pastor;  and  Darlene  Breland,  mother  of 
Claudia  Brown,  a  Baptist  missionary  in  Malawi. 
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Cross  Roads  uL 

Church,  Pel  a  hate  hie,  my*1  ’  * 
will  sponsor  a  Wild  V 

Game  Supper  on  K|, |teS 

March  20  at  6  p.m.  The 

fuest  speaker  will  be  r 

illy  Justus.  For  more 
information,  call  Brian  Hill 
pastor,  at  (601)  546-2297. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  MT.  PARAN  CHURCH  is  seeking 
Featuring  6  to  15  passenger  full-time  pastor.  Send  resumes  to: 
vans,  customized  and  panel  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  62, 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  Shongaloo,  LA  71072. 

Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  WANTED:  MISSIONARY  MINDED 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965.  couple  to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home 
INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  caring  for  children  needing  a  place  to 


MS  Positions  Available 


or  home.  Allied  Member  American  been  meeting  the  physical,  emotional 
Society  of  Interior  Designers,  and  spiritual  needs  of  children  for  103 

Columbus,  (601 )  328-1899.  years.  Not  a  behavior  modification 

CROWING,  5,000  MEMBER  facility.  Competitive  salary  and  other 
CHURCH  in  Georgia  is  adding  to  their  compensations  which  include  hous- 
ministerial  staff  and  accepting  applica-  inR,  food,  insurance,  and  retirement, 
tions  for  the  following  positions:  minis-  Call  Mr.  Taylor  at  Palmer  Home  for 
ter  of  education,  minister  of  administra-  Children  (601)328-5216. 
tion,  minister  to  college,  minister  to  sin-  BELLE  CHASSE,  LA  -  FIRST  BAPTIST 
gles,  minister  to  middle  school,  orrhes-  CHURCH:  full  time  minister  of 
tra  director,  and  ladies' counselor.  For  music/youth;  send  resumes  to:  Search 
more  information  or  to  send  a  recom-  Committee,  8828  Hwy  23,  Belle 
mendation,  contact  Christy  Murphy,  Chasse,  La  70037. 

Cascade  Hills  Baptist  Church,  727  54th  PEWS  FOR  SALE.  4  pews  8ft  long;  14 
Street,  Columbus,  CA  31904  or  call  pews  lift  long.  Call  601-628-5701. 
Rick  Milner  at  (706)  327-5743  ext  18.  ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work 
YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Outdoor  paintball  full-time  with  "at-risk"  children  in  resi- 
games!  Year-round!  10  years  experi-  dential  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
ence.  Book  yours  today!  Curry  Creek  Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma. 
Outdoors.  1161  Old  Hwy  49,  Seminary,  Benefits  inc  lude  BC/BS  PMD,  TDA,  life 
MS  39479.  (601)  722-9000.  insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  expenses.  Call  1-800-548-4256  or  write 
Meridian.  Design,  'Fabrication,  to  Box  240009  Montgomery,  AL  36124-000. 


Youth  ministry  of  First 
Church,  Kosciusko,  will  spon¬ 
sor  Rebecca  St.  James  and  Band 
in  the  Attala  County  Coliseum, 
Kosciusko,  on  April  8  at  7  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  (601) 
289-5575. 


A  GROWING  EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH  is  seeking  a  full-time 
youth/music  minister.  Housing  pro¬ 
vided.  Send  resume  to: 

Philadelphia  Baptist  Church,  3646 
Hwy  550  N.W.,  Wesson,  MS 

39191. 


‘Mo'Rxiso'JtJiEiQWis  Baptist  Cmwrch 


CaofTXXKj  MS 

Invites  you  to  join  them  March  21  -  24. for  !%eznva[. 
_  $(eviva(  Leaders: 

Wayne  A.  Barber 

Pastor- Teacher,  Woodland  Park  Baptist  Church 
y'WjM  President,  Pressing  On  Ministries  jmmm 

wamm  Chattanooga,  TN  jg 

2^  Mike  Parks  .  ^ 

(former  Minister  of  Music  at  Morrison  Heights)  r  ^  - 
Assoc  iate  Pastor  -  Worship,  Green  Acres  Baptist  Church 

Tyler,  Texas 


Childcare  will  be  provided  for  all  services.  Children 
should  be  fed  before  being  brought  to  childcare. 

For  more  information  call  924-5620. 
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CKAUTAUQUAS 


Vera  Byrd  cel¬ 
ebrated  22  years 
in  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  Sunday 
School  during 
church  services 
on  Feb.  14.  She 
was  recognized 
by  Vince  Scoper, 
superintendent 
of  Sunday 

School. 


I  Grove  Church, 
Myrtle,  recently 
honored  Curtis 

years  of  service 
as  deacon  of  theM||J 
church.  He  was 
born  and  raised 
in  the  Old  Oak 
Grove  community.  He  joined 
the  church  there  in  1935  and 
has  remained  active  in  the 
church  since  that  time.  Gatlin 
is  pictured  with  his  wife 
Edna. 


Middleton,  Puryear,  and  Dorrill 

Doris  Puryear,  (center)  92-  Mississippi  as  the: 
year-old  member  of  First  teacher, 
Church,  Kosciusko,  was  hon-  Wooton  w  i  1 1 R  |° 
ored  as  the  oldest  VVMU  mem-  also  form  part  Wmm 
her.  She  was  recognized  during  of  the  church  ■§11 
the  morning  worship  service  planting  HH 
on  Feb.  14  and  presented  a  gift  team.  He  is 
by  WMU  co-airectors  Kelly  the  son  ofBr 
Middleton  (left)  and  Sue  Kirby  and 
Dorrill.  R  a'c  h  e  In 


Herrin  and  Mason 


Carl  Mason  was  ordained  to 
the  gospel  ministry  at  Antioch 
Church,  Lawrence  County,  on 
Nov.  8.  He  was  called  to  Antioch 
Church  as  pastor.  Archie  Herrin, 
director  of  missions,  Lawrence 
Association, 
^  brought  the 

'  nu‘SSl'1.^'  and 

^ave  the 

charge  to 


Wooton 


Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Herrin 
and  Mason. 


Seniors  Adult 


The  Gatlins 


Johnathan  McEwen  (right), 
of  Tylertown  was  licensed  to 
preach  on  Jan.  24  at  Union 
Church,  Tylertown.  McEwen,  a 
high  school  senior,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  men's  Sunday  School 
class,  the  adult  choir,  and  oper¬ 
ates  the  sound  system  for  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Pictured  with 
McEwen  is  Mike  Sutton,  pastor. 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1 953 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over,  low  Rates! 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 


Mississippi  Week 

Ridgecrest”  Conference  Center 
October  4-8,  1999 

Featuring: 

Dr.  Dean  Register,  Pastor 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,MS 
Choirs  and  other  leaders  from  Mississippi 

EXPERIENCE  MISSISSIPPI  CHAUTAUQUA  WEEK 
October  4-8,  1999 

For  more  information  on  this  week  or  other  locations  call: 
Larry  Mizcll,  615-251-2824  -  F,-mail  lmizell@lifeway.com 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
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Baptist  College  News 


Staff  Changes 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO 

BAPTISTRIES  ’ 

WATER  HEATERS  ' 

STEEPLES  ^SSTllI 

CROSSES  -S111 


WCC  Speech  and  Debate  Team 


First  Church,  Natchez,  has  Seminary.  His  previous  place 
called  Dan  Ratcliff  as  minis-  of  service  was  Central 
ter  of  youth  and  activities  Church,  Selma,  Ala. 
effective  Jan.  10.  A  native  of 

Ferriday,  La.,  Ratcliff  received  New  Zion  Church,  Walnut 
his  education  at  Louisiana  Grove,  Leake  County,  has 
College  and  Southwestern  called  Greg  Renfrow  as  pastor. 


Calvary  Church, 

Vicksburg,  has  called 
Anthony  Rhodes  as  associate 
pastor  and  minister  of 
music/activites.  Rhodes  has 
studied  at  Jacksonville  State 
University,  Jacksonville,  Ala., 
Mississippi  State  University, 
and  plans  to 


Church, 


Parkview 
Greenville,  has  called  Kevin 
Dobbs  as  pastor.  Born  in 
Piedmont, 

Ala.,  I  )<>bhs 

received  hi>  Milt'  "  *««! 

education  at«S| 

Lh  kson  \  1 1  le 


finish  his 
music  degree 
at  Mississippi 
College.  He 
has  traveled 
as  the  bass 
guitarist  for 
the  gospel 


University, 

Jacksonville, 

Ala.  and 
Mid-America 
Seminary.  He 
is  currently 

Sursuing  a  doctorate  at  New 
•rleans  Seminary.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  service  was  Sardis 
Church,  Sardis  City,  Ala. 


Witnessing 


Ridgecrest 
Baptist  Church 

Madison,  Mississippi 

April  16-17, 1999 

Workshops 

Saturday  April  17 
8:00  a.m.  -  3:15  p.m. 


Dobbs 


"Perfect 
Heart. 

Rhodes  previously  served  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at 
Gore  Springs  Church,  Gore 
Springs.  Dwight  Sibley  is' pas¬ 
tor  of  Calvary  Church. 


Rhodes 


Gary  Blair  is  now  serving  as 
the^  senior  pastor  of  First 


Through  Media 


Awards  Banquet 

Friday  April  16 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 


c  a  n  v  o  n  Wff  ^  m 

University,  HI  .•  I 

Southwestern  jKT  | 

S  e  m  inary,  MLk  jf  1 

Trinitv  iBkSJBVLJ 
Theological 

Seminary.  glair 

Blair  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Houlka. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting. 

folding  doors. 
,  theater  seats 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Tony  Brooks 
Sound  Advice 


Don  Moore 

NO!  Your 
Other  Left 


Glenn  McEowen 
Technology  2000 


WOW!  You're 
on  the  Air! 


OOPS.  I'm 
the  Director 


David  Clark 
Awards  Banquet 
Speaker 


Major 

Medical 


Chip  Turner 

Getting  Started 
in  the  Media 


David  Edmonds 
Sound  Advice 


Wayne  Pierce 
Creative 
Production 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 

•  ROOFING  SAVE  NOW 

•  ROOM  ADOITION  .a  «*  •«*»  »• 

•  BATH-OEN  Jr\$n  A 

•KITCHEN  !•*>□■! 

•  CARPORT  JjiMfflL  j  ” 


Disability  Medicare 

Medicare  Supplement 

STEVENS  INSURANCE 
1-800-452-8279 


Registration  deadline  is  April  8, 1999 

Cast  of  $25  per  person  is  for  Fri.  &  Sat.  Includes  all  meals  and  conference  materials  Tor 
churches  bringing  four  or  more,  cost  is  $20.  \dzvnce  registration  must  be  made.  Make  check 

payable  to  MfiCB  and  mail  to: 

Farrell  Blankenship,  WMT, 

PO  Box  5 30,  Jackson,  MS  392054)5.30. 


Wes  Pegues 
Internet  Ministry  101 


Policies  un*lerw  ntten  by  National  States  Insurance  Co. 
Neither  N.S.l.C.  mw  its  agents  arc  affiliated  with  the 
federal  Medicare  Pnigram  An  agent  ma>  call 


CALL  1-888-373  154 

PAY-less  Home  Imprc  d merits 
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Miss.  WMU  slates  'get  acquainted"  meetings 


The  staff  of  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
wants  to  FOCUS  (Friends, 
Opportunities,  Centered  on 
Christ,  Understanding,  and 
Sharing)  on  Mississippi  Baptists. 

WMU  leadership,  members, 
pastors,  and  directors  of  mis¬ 
sions,  are  invited  to  a  series  of 
get  acquainted"  meetings  with 
tne  WMU  staff  to  share  mis¬ 
sions  dreams  and  ideas. 

Meeting  dates,  locations, 
and  times  include: 

•  Mar.  22,  Central  Church, 


Brookhaven,  10  a.m. 

•  March  22,  First  Church, 
Natchez,  7  p.m. 

•  March  29,  Second  Avenue 
Church,  Laurel,  10  a.m. 

•  March  29,  First  Church, 
Columbia,  7  p.m. 

•  March  30,  Pearl  River 
Association,  Carriere,  10  a.m. 

•  March  30,  First  Church, 
Gautier,  7  p.m. 

•  April  12,  Calhoun  Association, 
Calhoun  City,  10  a.m. 

•  April  12,  First  Church, 
Louisville,  7  p.m. 


•  April  19,  location  to  be 
announced,  10  a.m. 

•  April  19,  First  Church, 
Newton,  7  p.m. 

•  April  22,  First  Church, 
Indianola,  10  a.m. 

•  April  22,  Carrollton  Church, 
Carrollton,  7  p.m. 

•  May  3,  First  Church,  Yazoo 


City,  10  a.m. 

•  May  3,  First  Church, 
Jackson,  7  p.m. 

For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Kathv  Burns,  Miss.  WMU 
Dept.,  PC).  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3324  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748  1  651. 


Revival  Dates 


North  Winona, 

Montgomery:  March  21-24; 


Staying  Well 


New  Technology  Helping  Diagnose  Breast  Cancer 


Linda  Brown  of  Jackson  was  shocked  early  this  year  to  learn  she  had  breast 
cancer.  The  wife  and  mother  of  two  took  the  news  hard,  but  with  resolve  to 
fight.  After  her  initial  diagnosis,  she  was  referred  to  Dr.  Phillip  Ley,  a  surgeon 
at  Baptist  who  specializes  in  breast  cancer  cases. 

Mrs.  Brown's  treatment  required  the  immediate  steps  of  surgery  and 
chemotherapy.  But  she  also  agreed  to  join  others  who  were  researching  a 
new  treatment  technique:  intraoperative  lymphatic  mapping.  "My  dad  died 
of  cancer  19  years  ago,  and  I  know  the  importance  of  research,"  she  explains 
"The  progress  made  in  cancer  treatment  has  been  because  of  research. 
When  (Dr.  Ley)  told  me  this  treatment  was  research,  I  jumped  on  board." 

This  new  procedure,  performed  for  the  first  time  in  Mississippi  by  Dr.  Ley 
and  later  by  Dr.  Alexander  Haick,  involves  checking  for  the  presence  of 
microscopic  cancer  cells  in  the  lymph  nodes.  Examination  of  the  lymph 
nodes  can  determine  if  cancer  has  spread  to  the  lymphatic  system,  and  can 
affect  the  type  and  amount  of  treatment.  With  traditional  methods,  it  is  often 
necessary  to  remove  most  of  the  lymph  nodes,  but  the  new  technology  allows 
the  surgeon  to  examine  a  small  lymphatic  portion  called  the  sentinel  node. 

If  the  sentinel  node  biopsy  determines  that  there  is  no  cancer  (as  in  about 
two-thirds  of  patients),  the  patient  may  ultimately  be  spared  the  added 
stress  of  more  surgery.  Sentinel  node  procedures  have  also  been  shown  to 
leave  the  patient  with  fewer  side  effects  and  shorter  recovery  times,  but  are 
not  yet  the  standard  of  care  Lymphatic  mapping  and  sentinel  node  biopsy 
may  eventually  replace  routine  lymph  node  dissection. 

Mrs  Brown  is  now  undergoing  chemotherapy.  Despite  her  ordeal,  she 
remains  optimistic  and  grateful  for  the  support  she's  received,  and 
determined  to  use  her  experience  to  help  others  realize  the  importance  of 
regular  breast  exams.  "Over  the  last  few  weeks,  I've  had  numerous  friends 
and  acquaintances  tell  me  they're  going  to  get  checked,"  she  says. 

Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Sentinel  Node  lymphatic  Mapping 

For  more  information,  call  1  -800-948-6262. 


HEALTH  SYSTEMS 


©  1999  Mississippi  Baptist  Health  Systems 


Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Al 
Gaspard,  Houston,  evangelist; 
Pete  Nunez,  DeQuene,  Ark., 
music;  Rick  Burton,  pastor. 

Blythe  Creek  (Choctaw): 

Marcn  21-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m., 
covered  dish  lunch,  and  6:30 

f>.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Bobby 
rvin,  Greenwood,  evangelist; 
Joe  Pate,  Kosciusko,  worship 
leader;  Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Durant:  March  21- 
26;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry  Smith, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Rick  Patrick,  First  Church, 
Durant,  music. 

GossrColumbia:  March  21-26; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Valton  Douglas,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Mark  McArthur,  music; 
David  Laird,  pastor. 

Hope,  Philadelphia:  March 
28-31;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve  Moore, 
Collinsville,  evangelist;  William 
Crenshaw,  Hope  Church,  music; 
Jimmy  Young,  pastor. 

First,  Winona:  April  11-14; 
Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
12  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Dean 
Register,  preaching;  Paul 
Koonce,  music. 


WMU's 
bookstore 
goes  on-line 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  has  opened  a 
bookstore  on  the  Internet  at 
www.wmustore.com. 

Visitors  can  view  WMU 
resources  by  author,  title  or 
subject.  The  bookstore  can  also 
l)e  searched  by  title,  author, 
subject,  reading  level,  and 
price.  The  Recommendation 
Center  features  various  New 
Hope,  WMU  and  WorldCrafts 
products.  Visitors  to  the  site  are 
encouraged  to  add  their  own 
suggestions. 

The  first  100  people  to 
place  an  order  at  the,  WMU 
on-line  store  were  to  receive 
a  40%  discount,  excluding 
subscription  and  WorldCrafts 
items.  Other  discounts  and 
special  promotions  will  be 
offered  in  the  future. 

WMU  has  taken  measures 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  credit 
card  use  at  the  bookstore. 
Orders  placed  on-line  are  in  a 
secured  area.  WMU  uses 
Secure  Sockets  Layer  (SSL) 
encryption,  the  industry  stan¬ 
dard  and  best  available  secure 
transaction  technology. 

March  1  marks  the  one-’ 
year  anniversary  of  the  WMU 
website,  www.wmu.com. 
Future  plans  for  the  site 
include  chat  rooms  and  e- 
mail  postcards. 


THE 

PRAYER 

CLOSET 


DO  YOU  REALLY  KNOW 
HOW  TO  PRAY? 

Are  you  frustrated  over  your  prayer  life? 

Do  you  want  to  see  more  answers  to  your  prayer? 

Do  you  long  to  experience  deeper  fellowship  ^fith  God? 

Do  you  feel  that  your  prayer  life  is  lacking  power  and  effectiveness? 

The  Prayer  Closet  is  a  newsletter  that  seeks  to  help  and  encourage 
believers  to  mature  in  the  discipline  of  prayer.  It  is  designed 
to  enable  you  to  be  more  effective  in  prayer. 
This  newsletter  is  free  to  all  who  request  a  subscription. 

For  more  IHVormation  write: 

The  Prayer  Closet  Ministries.  Inc. 

Dr.  Kevin  Meador 
595  Stratton  Road 
Decatur,  MS  39327 

E-mail  address:  cwillia%newton(u  kl2.ms.us 


Explore  the  Bible 

Life  vs.  destruction 


Psalm  1:1-6 


By  Ken  Hester 


Johnny  Carson  once  said 
that  if  you're  trilingual,  you're 
a  genius;  if  you're  bilingual, 
you're  above  average  intelli¬ 
gence;  and  if  you  speak  only 
one  language,  you're 
American.  Even  though  most 
of  us  speak  only  one  language, 
I  am  thankful  that  our  God 
communicates  his  character  to 
us  in  many  different  ways. 

In  Psalm  19,  God  announces 
his  glory,  his  morality,  and  his 
authority  using  three  different 
methods  of  communication. 

The  skies  declare  God's 
glory.  The  heavens'  sermon  is 
full  of  variety  (19:1-4).  In  verse 
one  in  the  original  Hebrew,  the 
words  "heavens"  and  "declare" 
are  plural,  and  yet,  the  "glory 


of  God"  is  singular. 

This  word  construc¬ 
tion  implies  that  it 
takes  the  variety  of  Hester 
cloud  shapes,  the  myr¬ 
iad  of  colors  in  sunsets,  the  t< 
inspiring  positions  of  rainbows,  t' 
the  power  of  storms,  along  with  v 
the  diverse  awe  of  the  nignt  sky  t< 
to  begin  to  speak  to  the  single 
subject  of  God's  glory.  Their  L 
sermon  is  constant  (v.  2)  and  s 
comprehensive  to  the  various  tl 
peoples  of  this  earth  (v.s  3-4).  o 
Tne  heavens'  sermon  is  also 
full  of  vibrancy.  In  verse  five,  v 
David  compares  the  passion  of  1 
the  heavens'  sermon  to  the  thrill  f 
of  a  groom  after  the  honeymoon  1 
and  a  champion  runner  before  t 
running  his  favorite  run.  h 

In  verse  six,  David  describes  tl 
their  sermon  as  probing.  As  the  f 


sun  covers  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  earth,  the 
neat  of  the  sermon 
warms  those  chilled  by 
loneliness,  melting  cold 
hearts,  and  causing  those 
who  commit  evil  acts  to 
sweat.  God's  glory,  how¬ 
ever,  is  just  the  beginning 
of -his  character, 
r  'The  Scripture  declares 

God's  morality.  While 
today's  society  regards  morali¬ 
ty's  lines  as  limitations,  God 
views  his  morality  lines  as  pro¬ 
tection. 

In  verses  seven  through  11, 
Dav  id  makes  a  case  for  wny  we 
should  trust  God's  morality.  In 
these  verses,  he  gives  six  names 
of  God's  Word. 

He  first  mentions  the  law, 
which  the  Jews  called  the 
Torah  and  we  know  as  the  first 
five  books  of  the  Old 
Testament.  Second,  he  men¬ 
tions  God's  testimony  about 
himself.  Third,  he  wrote  about 
the  statutes,  or  precepts.  When 
David  wrote  of  "commands," 


he  was  referring  to  doctrine. 

David's  use  of  "fear"  refers 
to  God's  judgement.  The  "ordi¬ 
nances,"  or  "judgements"  of 
God  direct  the  reader  to  Israel's 
legal  law.  This  group  of  verses 
correspondingly  describes 
those  aspects  of  God's  Word  as 
perfect,  sure,  right,  pure,  clean,, 
true  and  righteous,  as  well  as 
precious  and  sweet. 

These  verses  also  indicate 
corresponding  effects  upon 
embracing  God's  Word  as 
reviving  tne  soul,  making  the 
simple  vv'ise,  giving  joy  to  the 
heart,  giving  light  to  the  eyes, 
satisfying  one's  spiritual  palate, 
w'arning  God's  servant  as  well 
as  giving  him/her  reward. 

Although  the  Scriptures 
reveal  the  morality  of  God's 
character,  the  final  word  about 
God's  character  is  addressed  in 
the  next  v  erses. 

The  servants  declare  God's 
authority.  The  servant  gives 
God  authority  ‘even  in  seclu¬ 
sion  (v.12).  Obadiah  Sedgwick 
wrote,  "It  is  the  desire  of  a  holy 


fierson  to  be  cleansed,  not  only 
rom  public,  but  also  from  pri¬ 
vate  and  secret  sins." 

The  servant  also  gives  God 
authority  in  decisions  (v.  13). 
Rabbis  distinguish  all  sins  as 
those  committed  ignorantly  or 
presumptuously.  Victory  over 
sin  begins  with  submitting  our 
will  to  God  in  prayer.. 

The  servant  also  gives  God 
authority  in  actions  (v.  14).  No 
pulpit  can  equal  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  one's  daily  lifestyle. 

Many  people  recognize  the 
God  of  creation.  Many  still 
appreciate  the  morality  of 
Scripture.  Few,  however,  take 
the  road  of  living  under  GodS 
authority. 

Questions  for  class  discus¬ 
sion:  Who  speaks  in  verses  1-4? 
Is  the  truth  of  God  revealed  in 
nature  obvious  to  everyone? 
Why  or  why  not?  Which  of 
David's  "one-liners"  about 
God's  law'  best  matches  your 
experience  with  Scripture? 

Heater  is  pastor  of  Mantee 
Church,  Mantee. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Seek  answers 

John  3:1-17 


Bv  Beth  W .  Cape 


Whenever  I  hear  the  story  of 
Nicodemus  I  can't  help  but 
remember  a  song  we  often  sang 
in  our  country  church  in 
Moselle,  Mississippi.  It  goes 
like  this: 

"Old  Nicodemus  went  call¬ 
in'  to  see  the  Lord  one  night. 
Said  'Master,  somethin's 
wrong  with  me.  My  heart's  not 
feelin'  right.'  'You'll  never 
change  that  feelin',  son,'  my 
Master  did  reply.  'You'll  only 
know  the  answ'er  when  you've 
been  born  again.' 

Thank  God  for  the  song 
directors  (that's  what  we  called 
them  back  then),  the  preachers, 
and  the  many  teachers  who 


taught  me  about  being 
born  again  in  my 
twenty-  two  years  at 
that  church.  Cape 

Like  Nicodemus, 
people  all  over  the  w'orld  1 
search  for  a  deeper  meaning  to 
life.  They  search  for  answers  to  1 
the  spiritual  questions  of  life.  I 
In  Japan  people  visit  | 
Buddhist  and  Sninto  temples  : 
that  are  found  throughout  that  1 
country.  They  go  before  the 
altar  and  ring  a  bell  or  clap  their  ] 
hands  to  w'ake  up  their  gods,  i 
Many  Japanese  people  nave  i 
altars  in  their  homes  where  they  j 
place  food  and  water  for  their  1 
gods.  Thev  don't  know  about  < 
the  God  who  never  sleeps  and 
doesn't  need  their  food  offer-  l 


ings  —  the  Savior  who 
died  because*  of  his  love 
for  them! 

Manv  people  in  our 
country  try  to  hide  their 
need  for  God.  They 
search  for  fulfillment 
through  work,  or  money, 
or  material  things.  Even 
people  who  have  been 
born  again  find  it  so  easy 
to  forget  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  things  in  life. 

Nicodemus  w*as  searching 
for  answers,  and  he  went  to 
the  right  place.  Jesus  didn't 
give  him  easy  answers  but 
said  things  that  would  make 
him  think. 

The  conversation  between 
Jesus  and  Nicodemus  can  help 
us  understand  that  our  jour¬ 
ney  of  faith  is  a  continuous 
journey.  Just  like  our  physical 
birth,  our  spiritual  nirth  is 
only  the  beginning. 

As  we  search  for  answers 
to  our  many  questions  in  life. 


we  have  to  go  to  the  right 
place.  Hebrews  4:15-16  says, 
5'But  we  do  not  have  a  high 
priest  who  cannot  sympathize 
with  our  weaknesses  but  one 
who  has  been  tempted  in  all 
ways  as  we  are,  yet  without 
sin.  Let  us  therefore  draw 
near  with  confidence  to  the 
throne  of  grace  that  we  may 
receive  mercy  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need." 

We  are  to  go  boldly  to  that 
throne  of  grace  with  our  ques¬ 
tions,  with  our  needs.  We  will 
find  him  there.  He  expects  us  to 
fail.  He  knows  we  are  but 
babes,  and  what  can  one  expect 
from  a  baby? 

In  his  book  Gentle  Thunder, 
Max  Lucado  says  it  like  this: 
"Look  at  the  newborn  baby. 
What  can  he  do?  Can  he  walk? 
Can  he  feed  himself?  No,  not 
yet.  But  someday  he  will.  It 
takes  time  to  grow.  But  is  the 
parent  ashamed  of  the  baby?  Of 
course  not.  They-  are  proud. 


They  know  that  growth  will 
come  with  time.  So  does  God. 
God  is  often  more  patient  with 
us  than  we  are  with  ourselves. 
We  assume  that  if  we  fail,  we 
aren't  bom  again.  If  we  stum¬ 
ble,  then  we  aren't  truly  con¬ 
verted.  If  we  have  the  old 
desires,  then  we  must  not  be  a 
new  creation. 

"In  many  ways  your  new 
birth  is  like  your  first:  In  your 
new  birth  God  provides  what 
you  need;  someone  else  feels 
the  pain,  and  someone  else 
does  the  work.  And  just  as 
parents  are  patient  with  their 
newborn,  so  God  is  patient 
with  you.  But  there  is  one  dif¬ 
ference.  The  first  time  you 
had  no  choice  about  being 
born;  this  time  you  do.  The 
power  is  God's.  The  effort  is 
God's.  The  pain  is  God's.  But 
the  choice  is  yours." 

Cape  is  director  of  children  and 
family  ministry  at  First  Church, 
Picayune. 


Life  and  Work 

Staying  focused 


Mark  13:5-13,  35-37 


By  Doug  Bain 


How  are  we  as  believers  to 
live  out  our  faith  in  today's 
unsettled  world?  How  are  we 
to  demonstrate  bold  disciple- 
ship  in  an  uncertain  context  of 
"wnat  if?" 

Mark  13,  "the  Little 
Apocalypse,"  may  seem  an 
unlikely  source  for  guidance  in 
times  of  distress  and  upheaval. 
It  is  a  passage  in  which  lesus 
addressed  both  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  and  the  return  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  The  apocalyptic 
form  of  thought,  whicn  surfaces 
in  times  of  impending  crisis, 
directs  attention  to  absolute  con¬ 
fidence  in  God  and  faithfulness 
during  the  present  crisis.  Rather 
than  searching  for  esoteric  infor¬ 


mation  about  end 
times,  we  need  to 
stav  focused  on 
issues  of  faithful  obe-  Bair 

dience.  That  focus  ' 
will  orient  us  toward  disciple- 
ship  that  is  courageous  indeed. 

Not  fooled  by  unsettling 
events  (vv.  5-8).  False  claims 
about  a  messiah  or  frightening 
reports  of  an  impending  disas¬ 
ter  were  not  to  deceive  the  dis¬ 
ciples  nor  to  divert  their  atten¬ 
tion.  Such  e\  ents  are  part  of  the 
fabric  of  history  but  do  not  sig¬ 
nal  the  ultimate  end. 

Believers  are  to  keep  alert 
and  watch  and  not  be  caught 
unaware.  Our  lives  and  our 
Christian  service  cannot  be  dis¬ 
rupted  b}  panic  and  fear  of 
unsettling  events,  limes  of  dis¬ 


aster  and  crisis  have  his¬ 
torically  brought  believers 
together.  We  are  to  share 
and  rebuild  rather  than 
have  a  bunker  mentality 
and  hole  up  in  isolation. 

God  is  God  even  in 
disturbing  times,  as 
when  Jerusalem  was  fac¬ 
ing  the  Y70  crisis  and  cer¬ 
tain  destruction  because 
of  rising  Zealot  terrorism. 
A  flood  of  data  about  disrup¬ 
tion  of  supplies  and  services 
should  not  obscure  our  faith 
that  God  alone  is  still  in  con¬ 
trol  of  history  and  will  bring 
his  purposes  to  pass 

Dependence  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  (v\.  9-11).  In  Palestine 
under  Roman  rule,  the  disci¬ 
ples  expected  to  suffer  arrests 
and  beatings  because  of  their 
Christian  faith.  Their  sufferings 
were  opportunities'*^  signifi¬ 
cant  witness  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
empowered  them. 

Disorienting  e\  ents  are  occa- 
sions  tor  reorientation.  .  The 


Holy  Spirit  works  within 
believers  to  use  distressing  sit¬ 
uations  as  times  for  dynamic 
caring  and  sharing. 

Living  in  light  his 
promise  (vv.  12-13).  Jesus 
taught  his  disciples  that  they 
would  experience  betrayal, 
hatred,  and  even  death  on 
account  of  him,  but  they  were 
to  be  steadfast,  unmovable, 
standing  firm  to  the  last.  It  was 
in  those  times  of  upheaval  that 
their  faith  would  stand  them 
in  good  stead." 

When  under  hostile  attacks 
because  of  Christian  belief,  we 
are  to  live  in  light  of  God's 
promises.  Standing  firm  to  the 
end  shows  a  faith  grounded  in 
the  absolute  certainty  of  God's 
promise. 

Staying  alert  (vv.  35-37). 
Rather  than  being  paralyzed  by 
fear  of  "what  if,  or  consumed 
bv  worry  over  potential  disaster, 
believers  are  to  stay  alert  —  liv¬ 
ing  yvith  the  certainty  of  Christ's 
return.  His  return  is  always 


imminent.  It  refers  not  so  much 
to  a  certain  point  in  time,  but 
that  ultimate  kind  of  time  which 
is  always  impinging  on  history, 
hovering  over  history.  This  ulti¬ 
mate  time  which  is  alw-ays  on 
the  horizon,  is  like  an  alternate 
time  zone,  parallel  to  and  even 
breaking  into  history,  giving  our 
time  urgency! 

Alert,  focused,  and  always 
ready;  not  overwhelmed  by 
unsettling  events  or  reports; 
not  complacent  in  faith;  not  dis¬ 
tracted  from  the  assignment; 
not  distracted  by  speculation 
about  the  end;  not  distracted  by 
fear  or  frenzied  activity  to 
endure  security;  but  focused  on 
significant  discipleship  and  on 
absolute  confidence  in  God. 
This  is  the  challenge  for  the 
believer  in  times  of  impending 
upheaval:  to  be  focused  on 
faithful  discipleship  and  on  the 
faithfulness  of  God! 

Pain  is  chairman  and  professor 
of  the  Biblical  Division  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Memorials 


Vera  I  .a them 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  II.  I'ulce 
William  Christian  I  .each 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Sieve  Duett 
Mayfred  Lee 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  lister  Haddnx 
Mr.  Albert  l.ee  Lewis 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Kagan  Walters 
Mr.  Henry  Lewis 
Mrs  hem  M  Lyter 
Mr.  Wheeler  Lishman 
J  I)  .  David  A  Harold  Wayn  Hankins 
Beulah  Lovorn 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Tom  Doolittle 
Beulah  John  Lovorn 
Mrs  Opal  Allday 
Doris  Macintosh 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  D.  Allen 
Polly  L.  Marshall 
Ernest  Barton  Brasher 
Sammic  Brasher 
Betty  Gray 
Sarah  Huhcr 
Mr.  L.  E.  Martin,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mr.  Robert  ( ’.  Martin 
Rev  &  Mrs.  Howard  T.  Scarborough 
Mr.  Wallace  Martin 
Mrs  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Kagan  Walters 
Ray  .Massey 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  Pal  Dawson 
Roy  M.  Massey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jim  Crawford 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ronald  C  Walsh 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Hawkins 
C.  Mathameyer 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Mr.  H.  F.  McCarty 
Mrs.  Patsy  B.  Ales 
Mac  McClure 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Walter  B.  Moore 
Ethel  McCorkle 
Angela  Bailey 
Alton  Carpenter 
Hank  Carpenter 
Mary  Jane  Gant 
Mr.  Nicky  McDaniel 
Mrs.  Terri  L  Blake 
Mrs.  W  E.  McDonald 
M/M  Ber  Newman.Nancv.Jan  A 
Richard 

Miss  Ruby  Mcken/ie 

.Mr  A  Mrs  Raymond  L.  Craig  Ir 
ITlelle  Wcl.aurin 
[Hcrsche!  A  Ruth  Gum 
Alton  A  Martha  Nowell 
Fli/ahclh  Robinson 
Mr.  Ilarry  Me  Neel 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Farrell  Rigby 
Darwin  MePhail 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Mrs.  Winston  McVey 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 


Mary  Meli 

Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  Meredith  Menger 
Mrs  J.  Edward  Thornton 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller 
Vlr.  A  Mrs  Ralph  McNease 
Betty  “Hoop”  Mims 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  H.  Stout 
Pat  Mitchell 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Fred  L.  Gaddis 

Mary  Alice  Montgomery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Clark 
James  k.  Moody 
Ms.  Bobbie  Jean  Moody 
Mr.  (  harks  Moody 
Mrs.  Dot  Griffin 
Mr.  E.  L  Moore 
Ms.  Mildred  Vines 
Mrs.  Dee  Moore 
Dr  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  A  R  Mauriocourt 
Mrs  Bessie  T  Parish 
Phillip  Morlino 
Mr  A  Mrs  Allen  W  Clark  II 
Mrs.  (  arrie  H.  Morris 
Dr  A  Mrs  W.  C.  Anderson 
Mrs.  (  onnie  H.  Morris 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Mrs.  Eva  Morris 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 
Vivian  Murphree 
Bill  A  Drena  Barbee 
Mrs.  Ann  Myers 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Ray  Gnlkn 
Maurine  Lewis  Neal 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Mrs.  Joyce  Neal 
Beezy  Johnson- 
Mrs.  Patsy  Nelms 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  K  Dean 
Mrs.  I.orena  B.  Peeler 
Mrs.  Ruth  Newton 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Vlr.  Rill  Nolan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
Mr.  G.  C.  Norwood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ptrry  Sprahcrry 
Mr.  Glover  Cleveland  Norwood 
Mrs  Frances  S.  Gary 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Nowell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 
Will  Oliver 
Ms.  Ruth  Land 
Mrs.  Bessie  Osborne 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  A.  J  Davis 
John  Ott 

Mr  A  Mrs  Moran  M  Pope  Jr. 
Mr.  Ed  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dix  Oakman 
Mrs  Lottie  Mac*  Shamhlm 

Jack  Pass 

Mrs  FlonnK*  Y  tumho 
Mrs.  Della  Patterson 
Silver  City  Baptist  Church 
C.  P.  Patton 
Mrs.  Margaret  Cole 
Calvin  P.  Patton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Janies  L.  Travis 


Charles  Peeples 

Mr  A  Mrs.  B.  F.  Hawkins 
Glenda  Newton  Perkins 
Ms.  Mary  Ann  Cooper 

Sandra  Philley 

Joy  SSC.  Emmanuel  BC'-Grenada 
Mary  Weems  Phillips 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Mrs.  Nell  Phillips 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrs.  Carrie  Mae  Pierce 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscome  Jr. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Z.  Rayburn 
Mr.  Wayne  Pinion 
John.  Tom  A  Judy  Wtxxlward 
Mrs.  I.  J.  Polizzi 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 

Mrs.  Vernon  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  G.  Hardy 
Mrs.  Wanda  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clovis  Harden  Jr  — 
Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Rolen 
Reggie  Ray  Polk 
Mr.  Francis  D.  Sylvest  Jr 
Herman  Pollan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Barry  Clark 
Mavis  Powell 
Bov  ina  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Martha  Powell 
Vlr.  &  Mrs.  William  I.  Peacock  Sr. 
JelT  Price 

Vlr.  A  Mrs  Maurice  Brown 
Mr.  kellison  Dale  Prine 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Joe  T  Wondyear  III 
E.  E.  Pylate 

Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  S.  Benson 

kelly  Pyron 

Mr.  Johnny  Way  caster  > 

(  .  W.  Rankin,  Sr. 

The  Downey  Family 
Mary  G.  Ratliff 
Mrs  Virginia  B  Carpenter 
Christopcr  I).  Read 
Rev  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Read 
Rev.  Don  Rhymes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Pryor 
Mrs.  Virginia  Rit  e  a 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alvin  Kimes 
H.  P.  Richardson 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Harper 
Cecile  Phillips  Richmond 
The  Flarahel  Hardage  Family 
Mrs.  Cecil  Richmond 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Haughey  D.  Wallace  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  L.  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs  William  M.  Phillips 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  W.  Statham 
Mrs.  Alice  Rifley 
Mrs.  Martha  Fail 
Tim  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  R*  Bridges 

Jackie  Rimes 
Mrs.  Ann  Rimes  Brumfield 
Mr  William  L.  Rimes 
VI  rs.  Polly  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gene  Allen 
Ms.  Sara  Jane  Bull 
Mrs  L.  J  (  lark 
Aulton  T.  Russe  ll 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Leon  Burrage 
Fate  A  Mo/elle  Sanders 
Jim  A  Judy  Alford 
Mrs.  Sallie  (  oke  Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buford  Berry 
( *hris  Sandifer 
Howard  A  Kay  Davenport 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Schult/ 

Miss  Mildred  L.  Perkins 
Bovina  Baptist  (liurch 
Mr.  Hal  E.  Scrivner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr 
Mr.  John  J.  Sealer 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Case 
Mr.  Dusty  Shan  noon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Dale  Vickers 
Mr.  Riley  Sheley 
Lydia  SSC.  FBC  Charleston 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  Walker  Sims 
Mr  A  Mrs.  William  I.  Piraccxk  Sr. 
Mr.  Jerome  Sit 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  BuJUanan 

George  H.  Slade 
Mr  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 
Amanda  Slocum 
Mr  A  Mrs  Kirby  C  Smith  Sr 
Bobby  Smith 
Margie  A  Archie  Campbell 
Eileen  Smith 
Ms.  Bobbie  Jean  Moody 
Mark  T.  Smith 
Mrs  Billie  D  Whitfield 
Millard  K.  Smith 
Mrs.  Mildred  S.  Neal 
Mrs.  Drucik  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wendell  Thetford 
Ray  Smith 

Mrs  FJi/ahcth  H.  Hamherlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  Marlin.  Sr 
Mrs.  Jewel  Snow 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.T.  Knight 
Mr.  Marion  Sorrels 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  Everett  Wilson 
Vlr.  James  ( ’.  Starkey 
Herman.  S heron  A  (Tins  Coats 
<  I  inton  Stephens 
Mrs.  J.*D.  Lynch 
VI rs.  Joe  Sieved* 

Mr  A  Mrs  Richard  II  Miskelly 
Mrs.  Renie  Stevens 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charlie  Patterson  ^ 
MV  Dons  Massey 
Wade  Stewart 
Mrs  Don  W’oodrutl 
Debbie  Stokes 
Ms  Mary  Ann  Cooper 
Vlr.  J.  P.  Stokes 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Woodrow  Pack 


Mrs.  Deiois  Dee  Stribling 
Mr.  Michael  A.  Hutchinson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Sluior  S.  Taylor 
Mr.  R.  L.  Talbert 

Rev.  Robert  M.  Moore 
Mr.  Thomas  I  alley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D  Allen 
Mr.  Bluford  T.  Tay  lor.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Harpolc 
Mr  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 
Jessie  Newt  Taylor 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Thomas  ('handler 
Mrs.  I.aurn  Taylor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Georgia  Farmer  Thedford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ragan  Wallers 
Mark  I  homsetl 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W.  E.  Rainey 
Mr.  Daniel  I  brasher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  lestcr  Haddox 
A.  J.  I  ilgham  i 

Mrs.  Don  Woodruff 
Dena  I  odd 

Ms.  Maida  Stegall  A  Family 
Betty  Irimhk 
Mrs.  Agnes  Harper 
Mrs.  Edna  Hall  Turner 
Mr  A  Mrs  Kns  S  Fulton 
\lr.  A  Mrs.  S  R  Fujlon 
tiina  Thedford  Twiner 
Mrs.  May  me  L.  Provost 
Mrs.  Sina  Twiner 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Cecil  l  urlow 
Alfred  kenl  V ant  leave 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Dan  Tadlock 
t>ene  Vanl.andingham 
Mrs  In  log  one  L  Penn 
Mr.  Clyde  \urnado 
Mis  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Elmo  Vaughn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lcmy  Thomas 
Mr.  Chester  Vaughn 
Ben  A  ( Hilda  Mulholland 


Rev.  John  Allen  Wade 

Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  H.  Coleman 
Ms.  Ruth  (.and 
Billy  Joe  Ferguson 
Daisy  Ferguson 
Ms  Katherine  W  Mellon 
Mrs.  I.orena  B.  Peeler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B  B.  Sanders 
Mrs  Norene  West 
Mrs.  (  arman  Warren 
Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  E.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Betty  W.  Weber 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Neil  H.  Simmons 
Henry  lewis  Weekly 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Neville  Robinson 
Risk  Weekly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neville  Robinson 
Mrs.  Ikit  Weems 
Couhtry  Creek  Ministry 
Ella  Kaet  Pinky  )  Welch 
Mr  A  Mrs  Kagan  Walters 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harrison  W  hite 
Wilton  A  Annie  Kay  Rogers 
Tucker  W  hile 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J  L.  Knight 
Eva  Williams 
Mr  A  Mrs  Barry  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dewey  Sanford 
Mr.  J.  B.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mrs.  I.avelle  "Tut”  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Nine- Everett  S.  Cole  Jr  • 
Mrs.  Margie  lilson  Wimberly 
Vlr  A  Mrs.  Hobby  R.  Bridges 
Mr.  Roy  Womack 
Ray  Bell  SSC.  Alta  Woods  BC 
Roy  Womack 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wallace  A.  (  lay 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Wood 
Vlr.  A  Mrs  Curtis  \  Buchanan 
Hobby  e  Sue  Woolery 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Mr.  Richard  Wooten 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  VV.  C.  Anderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Skipper 


Half  W  right 

Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Coleman 

Bedford  “Buck”  Zinn 
Ms  Maida  Stegall  A  Family 


FEBRUARY 
1-28,  1999 
Honors 


Dr.  Michael  Ard 

The  Family  ol  Ruth  Porter 
Mrs.  Martha  Earnest 
Eloive  Cross  ley  SSC.  FBC- 
Columbus 
Mary  Mason  Furr 
Vlr,  A  Mrs,  ihoinks  Breton 
Rev.  Philip  A  Peggy  Gandy 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Chester  R  Cook 
Corinne  t  Gregory 
Jim  A  Ann  Tillson 
lara  Lynn  Martin 
Ms  lx*bra  T.  Martin 
Mrs.  Jo  Mauldin 
Eloise  (  rmslpy  SSC.  FBC 
Columbus  . 

Marcus  A  Debbie  Munn 
Vlr  A  Mrs  Max  D  Ball 
Cole  A  Betty  Patridge 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Clifford  F  Trussed 

Clay  Poison 

Vlr.  A  Mrs  Bill  Lumpkin 
kim  A  Perry  Pugh 

Leslie  Gould 

Kandy  A  Cindy  Reynolds 
Leslie  Gould 
T.  J.  Smith  II 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  J  Smith 
\lmo  I  illson 
Jim  A  Ann  Tilhon 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Wall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J  Branion 


FEBRUARY 
1-28,  1999 
Memorials 


Mrs.  Lesley  Adcock 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W  A  Thomas 
Vlr.  Holland  M.  Addison,  Sr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Timothy  Wright  A 
Family 

llekn  Aikens 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Mahon 
George  Sherron  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  C.  Farr 
Jason  Alford 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  N  Fountain 
l>r  A  Mrs.  David  Lee 
Archie  “Joe”  Alkn  ...  ^  ^ 

Mrs  Shirley  Hewitt 
Rev.  James  kelly  Allgood,  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  (  '.  G.  Cryder 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Billy  W  Owen  Sr 
Mr  A  Vlrs.  Wade  II  Roberts 
Flossie  Amendola 

Charlie  Brooks  SSC.  Temple  BC  Hal 

Hill  Archer 

Mr.  A  Vlrs  James  S.  Pilgrim 

Mrs.  “Bill”  Armstrong 

Mr.  A  Vlrs  Don  Evans 
(Juittic  Arnold 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
I  homas  (J.  Arnold 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  A  Robert  Wilkie 
Mr.  John  Austin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jim  McCurdy 
Margie  Averill 

'Charlie  Brooks  SSC.  Temple  BC- 
Hallicsburg 

Mrs.  Lois  Van  Namen  Raker 

Mrs.  Frances  S.  Stanley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Andy  Helton 
Mr,  A  Mrs  W.  C.  Stevenson  Jr. 

Mr.  (  harks  Hanks 

David  A  Roberta  Bvars 


/T\ 
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Northeast  Mississippi  Family  Ministries 

of 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 

Family  Life  Conference 

March  27,  1999 

Oakhurst  Baptist  Church 
Clarksdale,  Mississippi 


Registration  Form:  Please  Return 


Church. 


Name  of  contact  person  from  church _ 

Add  ress _ _ _ 

City,  State,  Zip  Code _ *_ _ _ 

Daytime  Phone  Number  (  ) _ _ 

Registration  fee:  $5  (includes  meal,  material  and  training) 

Moke  check  payable  to  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church  for  number  of  people  attending 

_ x  55  =  5 _ 


Send  to:  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church.  828  West  Second  Street,  Clarksdale,  MS  38614 

Attendance  Form:  Please  Return 

Who  should  attend ?  Select  two  conferences. 


I.  Parents  of  Preschoolers 

II.  Parents  of  School-age  children 

III.  Parents  of  Teenagers 

IV.  Single  Parents 

V.  Blended  Families 

VI.  Parents  Dealing  with  ADD/ADHD 

VII.  Depression  and  Suicide 

VIII.  Grandparents 

IX.  Senior  Adults 

X.  Singles 


Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 
Number  from 


church 

church 

church 

church 

church 

church 

church 

church 

church 

church 


attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 

attending 


Group  sets  out  to  change  face  of  Ohio  city 


REVIEWING  PLANS  — 
Three  members  of  the  Greater 
Youngstown  Coalition  of 
Christians  (GYCC)  board  of 
spiritual  overseers  review  plans 
for  a  regional  leadership  con¬ 
ference,  held  bach  fall  in  the 
Ohio  city:  (from  left)  Jim  Cook, 
pastor  of  Christ  Community 
Church;  Dwight  Dumas, 
GYCC's  executive  director;  and 
Julius  Davis,  pastor  of 
Friendship  Baptist  Church.  (BP 
special  photo) 


YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  (BP) 
—  Finding  the  key  to  urban 
renewal  and  social  reform  in 
America  is  as  easy  as  checking 
a  Bible's  table  of  contents,  said 
Dwight  Dumas. 

"Many  letters  which  vPaul 
wrote  were  directed  to  believ¬ 
ers  in  specific  geographic 
regions  —  Corinth,  Ephesus, 
Philippi  — ,not  to  one  denomi¬ 
nation  or  one  church,"  said 
Dumas,  executive  director  of 
the  Greater  Youngstown 
Coalition  of  Christians  (GYCC). 

"The  believers  worked  as 
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one  body  to  reach  their  area  for 
Christ.  That's  our  model.  We 
will  no  longer  be  separated  by 
our  racial,  denominational  or 
socio-economic  differences.  We 
are  the  church  of  Youngstown." 

Since  1994,  dozens  of 
churches  among  the 
Youngstown  area's  225,000 
population  have  joined  togeth¬ 
er  to  form  the  Greater 
Youngstown  Coalition  of 
Christians.  Today,  with  more 
than  25,000  Christians  in  60 
churches  involved  in  educa¬ 
tional,  social,  economic,  urban 
renewal,  and  health¬ 
care  programs,  the 
GYCC  has  kindled  a 
revitalization  in  town. 

Like  nearby  Cleve¬ 
land  and  Pittsburgh, 
Youngstown  became 
heavily  invested  in  the 
steel  industry  after 
World  War  II. 

Unlike  its  neighbors, 
in  the  late  1970s  when 
the  steel  business 
declined, 
Youngstown's  lack  of 
economic  diversity  led 
to  a  severe  recession. 

As  people  left  the 
city,  so  did  churches, 
and  the  Christians  in 
Youngstown  lost  their 
effectiveness  and  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  urban  set¬ 
ting. 

In  the  early  1990s, 


several  local  pastors  realized 
that  reconciliation  between  the 
diverse  groups  of  Youngstown 
Christians  was  the  only  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  town's  troubles. 

"A  small  group  of  us  would 
meet  every  Friday  morning  to 
pray  for  renewal  together,"  said 
Gary  Frost,  pastor  of  Rising  Star 
Church  in  Youngstown  ana  for¬ 
mer  second  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"We  had  a  real  burden  for 
Youngstown  and  knew  that 
Christian  unity  was  the  only 
answer." 

In  four  short  years,  led  by 
nine  pastors  who  form  a  board 
of  spiritual  overseers  and  nine 
laypeople  who  serve  as  the 
board  of  directors,  the  GYCC 
already  has  taken  major  steps 
toward  fulfilling  its  mission. 

This  diverse  group  of 
Christians  —  black  and  white, 
urban  and  suburban,  encom¬ 
passing  25  denominations  — 
nas  established  a  school,  devel¬ 
oped  plans  for  job  training  and 
a  Christian  health  clinic,  and 
provided  social  service  infor¬ 
mation  for  families. 

Working  side  by  side  for 
urban  renewal  strengthens 
churches'  Christian  unity, 
which  in  turn  increases  their 
ministry's  power,  Dumas  said. 

"Our  churches  are  beginning 
to  understand  that  we  need  one 
another  regardless  of  denomi¬ 
national  and  socio-economic 


differences,"  he  said.  "Because 
of  our  inward  oneness  in 
Christ,  we  are  more  effective  in 
reaching  outward. 

"Some  people  here  don't 
trust  Christians.  They  see  you 
as  just  a  'do-gooder,'  so  we 
have  to  overcome  that  barrier. 
Plus,  there  have  been  so  many 
swindlers  who  have  come 
through  Youngstown,  so  many 
housing  initiatives  in  the  1970s 
and  1980s  which  were  started 
but  never  finished." 

American  Christians  are 
hungry  for  these  success  sto¬ 
ries.  Dumas  regularly  travels 
the  nation  sharing 

Youngstown's  vision  with 
other  communities. 

He  recently  spoke  at  a  Tony 
Evans  Urban  Alternative  con¬ 
ference  in  Dallas  and  a  commu¬ 
nity  mobilization  conference 
for  pastors  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 

'Tor  too  long,  division  has 
kept  Christians  from  having 
the  influence  we  could  have 
had,"  Frost  said. 

"Now,  through  prayer  and 
working  together  as  churches 
and  communities  across  racial, 
denominational,  and  socio-eco¬ 
nomic  lines,  we've  seen  God  do 
larger  things  in  our  city,  super¬ 
natural  things. 

"Christians  are  supposed  to 
be  the  salt  and  light  to  our 
world.  In  Youngstown,  we've 
found  that  we're  saltier  and 
brighter  together,"  Frost  said. 


Youngstown  school  offering  kids  'another  choice' 


YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  (BP) 
—  Poorly  funded  public 
schools,  expensive  private 
schools,  or  the  challenge  of 
homeschooling.  Parents  in 
inner-city  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
had  few  options  for  their  chil¬ 
dren's  education  —  until  now. 

This  year,  624  students  in 
urban  Youngstown  are  attending 
their  first  year  at  Eagle  Heights 
Academy,  a  public  charter  school 
privately  run  by  Christians. 

"We  just  wanted  to  give  par¬ 
ents  another  choice  for  their  chil¬ 
dren,"  said  Gary  Frost,  pastor  of 
Rising  Star  Church  and  member 
of  the  Greater  Youngstown 
Coalition  of  Christians  (GYCC), 
a  group  of  area  churches  which 
have  united  to  provide  educa¬ 
tional,  social,  economic,  and 
urban  renewal  programs  to  the 
community. 

The  Greater  Youngstown 
Coalition  of  Christians  received 
its  school  charter  in  early  1998 
and  currently,  with  classes  in 
kindergarten  through  sixth 

f;rade,  Eagle  Heights  is  the 
argest  charter  school  in  Ohio. 

Four  pastors  and  a  Christian, 
attorney  form  the  school's 
board  of  education. 

After  only  a  few  months  in 
operation.  Eagle  Heights 
Academy  already  has  begun  to' 
positively  affect  the  lives  of  stu¬ 
dents,  parents,  and  staff. 

"I'Ve  been  in  education  for- 
20  years,  and  there  are  few  pub¬ 
lic  schools  which  compare  with 


what  we  have  here,"  said  Jim 
LaRiccia,  principal  of  Eagle 
Heights,  "but  it's  not  what  P m 
doing  or  what  any  other  person 
is  doing,  it's  what  God  is  doing 
througn  all  of  us." 

More  than  1,000  volunteers 
have  helped  renovate  the  facili¬ 
ty  —  a  school  building  erected 
in  1907  and  abandoned  six  years 
ago  —  along  with  tutoring  the 
children,  working  in  the  office, 
and  serving  in  the  cafeteria. 

"There's  constantly  someone 
who  is  being  called  by  the  Lord 
to  work  with  us,"  LaRiccia  said. 

Many  gifted  educators  also 
have  accepted  the  challenge  of 
working  at  Eagle  Heights 
Academy,  even  though  the 
starting  salary  range  is  nearly 
$4,000  less  than  other 
Youngstown  public  school 
teaching  positions. 

Eveiy  classroom  at  the  char¬ 
ter  scnool  has  a  certified 
teacher  as  well  as  an  education¬ 
al  assistant,  so  children  receive 
more  one-on-one  attention. 

"When  I  accepted  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  principal  in  July  1998,  I 
told  the  board  there  weren't 
going  to  be  any  good  teachers 
out  tnere  who  would  want  to 
work  for  such  a  low  salary," 
LaRiccia  said. 

"I  was  wrong.  Our  teachers 
are  phenomenal.  They're 
enthusiastic  and  have  amazing 
talent. 

"Even  on  their  small  salaries 
they're  buying  things  for  their 


classrooms.  Some  have  volun¬ 
teered  to  coach  sports. 

"When  you  go  into  the  class¬ 
rooms,  you  just  sense  the  love. 
Many  teachers  have  felt  called 
by  God  to  our  school,"  LaRiccia 
said. 

In  response  to  the  school 
leaders'  commitment,  the 
Youngstown  community  has 
poured  out  support  and 
encouragement. 

Many  parents  have  sent 
thank  you  notes,  expressing 

{;ratituae  for*  the  hard  work  in 
aunching  the  school. 

One  mother  sent  a  letter  to  a 
local  TV  station  praising  her 
child's  teacher  and  educational 
assistant. 

Her  child  had  been  suspend¬ 
ed  six  times  the  previous  school 
year,  but  had  made  a  complete 
turnaround  within  a  few  weeks 
at  Eagle  Heights. 

The  educators  received  an 
award  from  the  station. 

Other  area  schools,  mean¬ 
while,  are  taking  notice. 

"The  Youngstown  public 
schools  are  working  harder  to 
have  a  better  product,  because 
now  parents  have  another 
option,"  Frost  said. 

"Before,  they  didn't  have  a 
choice.  If*they  couldn't  afford  a 
private  or  Christian  school, 
then  their  children  had  to 
attend  whichever  public  school 
was  in  their  district. 

"Now,  we're  here.  Any  child 
anywhere  in  the  city  can  attend 


Eagle  Heights.  That  has 
spawned  a  competition, 
because  parents  are  going  to 
choose  the  school  which  nest 
equips  their  child. 

"Public  schools  now  have  to 
shape  up." 

In  the  future.  Eagle  Heights 
plans  to  add  one  grade  a  year 
up  to  the  12th  grade,  as  well  as 
continue  to  develop  its  before- 
and  after-school  latchkey  pro¬ 
gram  for  children  whose  par¬ 
ents  have  to  work. 

Set  apart  from  the  regular 
school  aay,  the  latchkey  pro¬ 
gram  has  complete  freedom  for 
Christian  teaching. 

Children  can  attend  Bible 
studies  and  activities,  plus  have 
prayer  together. 

The  Eagle  Heights  Academy 
board  of  education  hopes  that 
combining  a  solid  educational 
foundation  with  optional 
Christian  programs  will  help 
revitalize  the  Youngstown  com¬ 
munity  through  the  minds  of 
its  youngest  citizens. 

''One  of  our  big  prayers  is 
that  not  only  will  the  communi¬ 
ty  help  us,  but  we'll  be  able  to 
help  the  community,"  LaRiccia 
said. 

"Through  this  cycle,  every¬ 
thing  around  us  will  start  to 
flourish. 

"We're  beginning  to  see  it, 
but  there's  no  pressure,  because 
it's  in  the  Lord's  hands,  and 
that  makes  life  a  whole  lot  easi¬ 
er,"  he  said. 
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